
PROTAGORAS:  Reading Selection #2 
 
Head-note:  These two introductory pages list the principal Protagorean material stripped 
of context.  “Text #” refers to item numbers in the selection from Graham’s 
edition/translation that follows. 
 
FRAGMENTS 
!
Fragment!1.!!Man-Measure!!(Texts!1,!16-19)!
Of#all#things#the#measure#is#man,#of#things#that#are#that#they#are,#of#things#that#are#not#that#they#are#not.#
[pavntwn crhmavtwn ei\nai mevtron to;n a[nqrwpon, tw`n me;n o[ntwn wJ~ e[stin, tw`n de; oujk o[ntwn wJ~ oujk e[stin] 
 
Fragment!2.!!!Appearance!!(Text!21)!
The#being#of#things#that#are#consists#in#being#manifest.#.#.#It#is#manifest#to#you#who#are#present#that#I#am#sitting,#but#to#one#who#
is#absent#it#is#not#manifest#that#I#am#sitting;#it#is#non<evident#whether#I#am#sitting#or#not.""[And"all"things"that"are"consist"in"their"
being"manifest]"#For#instance,#I#see#the#moon,#another#does#not;#it#is#non<evident#whether#it#is#or#is#not.#
 
Fragment!3.!!Concerning!the!Gods!!(Texts!3,!29-31)!
Concerning#the#gods#I#cannot#ascertain#whether#they#exist#or#whether#they#do#not#exist,#or#what#form#they#might#have,#for#
there#is#much#to#prevent#one’s#knowing:##the#obscurity#of#the#subject#and#the#shortness#of#man’s#life.#
[peri; me;n qew`n oujk e[cw eijdevnai, ou[q’ wJ~ eijsi;n ou[q’ wJ~ oujk eijsi;n ou[q’ oJpoi`oiv tine~ ijdevan. polla; ga;r ta; kwluvonta eijdevnai h[ t’ 
ajdhlovth~ kai; bracu;~ w]n oJ bivo~ tou` ajnqrwvpou.] 
 
Fragment!4.!!On!Pericles!!(Text!39)!
Although#his#sons#were#young#and#noble,#and#both#died#in#a#period#of#eight#days,#he#[Pericles]#bore#up#without#grieving.##For#he#
maintained#his#peace#of#mind,#from#which#he#benefited#greatly#every#day#in#good#fortune,#freedom#from#sorrow,#and#a#good#
reputation#among#the#people#(th;n ejn toi`~ polloi`si dovxan).##For#everyone#who#saw#him#bearing#his#own#suffering#patiently#
judged#him#to#be#noble,#courageous,#and#self<controlled#(megalovfronav te kai; ajndrei`on ejdovkei ei\nai kia; eJautou` kreivssw),#as#
they#were#vividly#aware#of#his#plight#in#his#present#misfortunes.#
!
Fragments!5-7!On!Eduction,!Natural!Ability,!Practice!!!(Texts!40-42)!
Teaching#requires#natural#ability#and#practice##(fuvsew~ kai; ajskhvsew~ didaskaliva dei`tai). . . They#must#learn#starting#young 
Tekhnê"without#practice#or#practice#without#tekhnê#is#worthless.#
[mhde;n ei\nai mhvte tevcnhn a[neu melevth~ mhvte melevthn a[neu tevcnh~] 

Education#does#not#spring#up#in#the#soul#unless#one#descends#to#a#great#depth. 



TITLES, DOCTRINES, SUBJECTS OF INTEREST 
!
A.!!“It!is!not!possible!to!think!what!is!not”!!!(Source:#Socrates#speaking#for#Protagoras#in#Plato,#Theaetetus"167a7)#
!
B.!!Titles!of!Works!by!Protagoras###(Texts!13,!14,!22)!
Titles#of#works#by#Protagoras#include:!!!!!
! Art!of!Eristical!Arguments!"(Tevcnh ejristikw`n)!
! On!Wrestling!
! On!Mathematics!
! On!Government"(Peri; politeiva~)!
! On!Ambition!!"(Peri; filotimiva~)!
! On!Virtues!!"(Peri; ajretw`n)!
! On!the!Original!State!of!Things!
! .!.!.!.!
! Leadership!!!"(Prostaktikov~)!
! Trial!for!a!Fee!!"(Divkh uJper misqou)̀!
! Opposed’!Arguments!1!and!2!!"(’Antilogiw`n a’ b’)!
!
[Elean#Visitor]:##Furthermore,#discussions#of#all#arts#and#of#each#individual#art#which#are#needed#to#contradict#(ajnteipei`n)#any#
particular#craftsman#(dhmiourgov~)#have#been#published#in#writings#for#anyone#who#wants#to#study#them.#
[Theaetetus]:#You#seem#to#be#referring#to#Protagoras’#writings#On"Wrestling#and#other#arts.##.#(Text!13:!Plato,!Sophist!232d-3)!
!
C.!!“Impossible!to!contradict”###(Text!20)!
!
D.!!“Make!the!weaker![logos,!argument]!stronger”!!(Texts!27,!28,!43)!
!
E.!!“An!argument!(logos)!can!be!opposed!to!any!argument!(logos)”!!(Texts!1,!25,!26)!
!
F1.!!“Correct!speaking!(Correct!diction!or!use!of!words)”!!(Texts!33,!34)!
F2.!“Most!accurate!account”!!(Text!7)!
F3.!!Gender!of!nouns,!agreement!in!grammatical!gender,!correct!grammar!(Texts!35-38)!
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pp. 712-717 is from "Great Speech" in Plato's Protagoras. Can skip
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