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Public/Welcome Page 
 

www.thehumnproject.tumblr.com 
 
 

Password-protected Page 
 

www.humnproject.tumblr.com 
  



Aims & Rationale 

•  To design a space for civic discourses & 
community engagement 

•  To facilitate a contact zone for learning 
and grappling with diverse literacy 
practices & values 

•  To encourage active learning 



Literacy Narratives 

•  Understanding reading & composing as 
situated practices & values  

•  From the DALN: 

"Literacy	
  narra,ves	
  are	
  powerful	
  rhetorical	
  
linguis,c	
  accounts	
  through	
  which	
  people	
  fashion	
  
their	
  lives	
  and	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  their	
  world,	
  how	
  
they	
  construct	
  the	
  reali,es	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  live.”	
  	
  



www.daln.osu.edu	
  



www.humansofnewyork.com	
  





The HUMN Project 



Pedagogical Objectives 

•  Create opportunities for conversations 
where inclusion, access, and students’ 
relationship to writing are central concerns 

•  Guide students to think critically and 
rhetorically about how their literacy 
practices have served their own 
developments 

•  Hands-on research appropriate for FYW 



Learning Objectives for Students 

•  Examine literacy practices as critical acts 
of inquiry 

•  Study the cultural influences that shape 
individuals’ identities as learners 

•  Examine the literate lives of those who are 
students and not students 

•  Develop a sense of narrative agency 



Learning Objectives for the Instructor 

•  Explore patterns of local literacies and 
literacy histories 

•  Reflect on the influences, people, and 
values that shape literacy practices 

•  Learn how to instruct and execute a 
collaborative project that serves the 
students’ pedagogical needs 



Stages 

Preparation 

Planning & Practice 

Production 

Publication 

Presentation 



1. Preparation 

•  Introduce the genre 

•  Facilitate in-class discussions and 
development of students’ personal literacy 
narratives 



2. Planning & Practice 

•  Introduce rationale and goals of The 
HUMN Project 

•  Facilitate workshops to collectively 
generate interview questions 

•  Discuss research ethics and informed 
consent 

•  Conduct in-class simulations 



3. Production 

•  Conduct interviews (2-3 subjects per 
group) 

•  Discuss breakdown and breakthrough 
experiences 

•  Create shared dropbox for data storage 



1.  A literacy sponsor is someone or something or circumstances 
that make it possible for you to become literate or help you to 
acquire literacy. Who/what is your main literacy sponsor? What 
are your experiences with your literacy sponsor? 

 
2.  Do you use computers or other digital technologies for reading 

and composing? Smartphones? Internet? Other devices and 
applications? How have they shaped your literacy practices? 

 
3.  Can you tell us a story about a time when you felt illiterate? 
 
4.  Given your experience in the past and your current lifestyle, 

what do you think is most important about literacy?  

HUMN Interview Questions 



4. Post-production & Publication 

•  Gather, clean up, edit, and render 
narrative data 

•  Reproduce textual narratives and visual 
(images, audio, video) representations of 
data 

•  Choose and design a web portal for 
hosting the data 





5. Presentation 

•  Soft-launch the HUMN Project website 

•  In-class reflections and discussions of 
lesson learned 

•  Present at the FYW Symposium 



Discourse Communities 

The Rhetorical Situation 

Power Relations 

Language & Agency 

Literacy Sponsors 

Genres 

Autoethnography 

Writing Arguments 

Multimodal Composing 

Visual Rhetoric 

Rhetoric Methods 

Composition / Production 



Experience/Feedback 

•  What was the most fun part of the project? 

•  What was the most challenging part of the 
project? 

•  What did you learn from doing the project? 



Thank You! 


